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THE EVERYDAY LIFE OF THE NORTHERN KOSOVSKA MITROVICA 

RESIDENTS 

 

Summary: The case of Kosovska Mitrovica in scientific analyses and general public 

opinion has for a long time been referred to as an example of a divided city. The division of 

the city was established immediately after the war in Kosovo and Metohia had ended in 

1999, and after the signing of the Kumanovo Agreement and the adoption of the United 

Nations Security Council Resolution 1244. Simultaneously with the withdrawal of Serbian 

forces from this territory, Albanian armed troops started their occupation and the 

persecution of Serbs and other non-Albanians. With the intention to defend themselves 

from the Albanian retaliation, Serbs in the area of Kosovska Mitrovica north of the Ibar 

River set up checkpoints and formed groups of  “bridge watchers”, in order to prevent the 

attempts of Albanians to cross the river from the southern part of the city. Although this 

action stopped the Albanian breakthrough, the bridges in the town, especially the main, 

central bridge, have since represented symbols of division instead of connection, while the 

Ibar River represents both physical and symbolic border line, which by dividing Kosovska 

Mitrovica into two parts, at the same time separates the central and the southern part of 

Kosovo and Metohia, inhabited mostly by Albanians, and the area north of the river, 

populated mostly by Serbs. Because of the aforementioned division, since the war in 1999 

until today, Kosovska Mitrovica has represented the focal point of the Kosovo Crisis. Part 

of the city north of the Ibar River, inhabited by about 22,500 Serbs, on whose southern 

coast lives around 90,000 Albanians, for the Serbs represents the epicentre of resistance to 

the inclusion of, from February 2008 self-proclaimed independent Albanian Kosovo, i.e. the 

last stronghold for preservation of institutions, constitutional and legal order of the Republic 

of Serbia in this region. For Albanians, this part of the city is the "thorn in the flesh", i.e. the 

main obstacle to establishing control over its entire territory, but also an obstacle to 

expanding their authority to the territory of Kosovo and Metohia north of the Ibar River.  

The division of Kosovska Mitrovica on ethnic basis is accurately reflected in the 

field, since the earlier unhindered daily communication of people across the Ibar River is 

presently almost nonexistent. The crossings from one side to another take place 

occasionally and only when necessary. At first glance, this fact does not interfere much with 

the daily life of the residents of northern Kosovska Mitrovica, which seemingly occurs in 

the same way as in many other cities in Serbia today. However, the above mentioned 

division is the source of constant tension between the Serbs and Albanians, which is 



noticeable not only at the level of the city as a whole, i.e. between the populations south and 

north of Ibar, but also within its northern part, where in addition to the majority of Serbs 

Albanian population lives in several neighbourhoods as well. The tensions are followed by 

antagonism, perception of one by the other as opponents, and are inseparably related to 

efforts to maintain or establish control over the key resources of political and economic 

power. 

The everyday life of Serbs in northern Kosovska Mitrovica is a topic which still 

СКsЧ’t ЛООЧ КННrОssОН prШpОrХв ТЧ ЧКtТШЧКХ КЧН ТЧtОrЧКtТШЧКХ ОtСЧШХШРв КЧН КЧtСrШpШХШРв. 

The studies of contemporary phenomena in the culture of Serbian population throughout the 

entire Kosovo and Metohia, which would include the recent period, especially the last 

twenty years or so, when in this area some major socio-political processes have taken place,  

are also scarce. The writing of this doctoral dissertation represents an attempt to contribute 

to the research in the field of contemporary culture of Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija, 

primarily through the analysis of the everyday life of residents of northern part of Kosovska 

Mitrovica, living in a problematic environment which is multiethnic and, loosely speaking, 

a border area. 

The main research for this doctoral dissertation was carried out through field work 

which took place from the beginning of 2012 until the end of 2014. During this period I 

stayed in northern Kosovska Mitrovica several times, for a total of about eight months. The 

research was conducted by combining observation with partial participation, formal 

interviews, informal conversations and a survey. The formal interviews were performed 

with 80 respondents, the survey included 120 individuals, and informal conversations were 

held with a few dozen persons. The events I witnessed and participated in were recorded by 

a voice recorder and a camera. 

 The overall research has show that profound socio-political and economic crisis, 

caused by the withdrawal of Serbian authorities from Kosovo and Metohia after the war in 

1999 and the introduction of the international protectorate in this territory, constitutes the 

main factor in the everyday life of the residents of northern Kosovska Mitrovica. 

Furthermore, the Serbs in this city, as direct actors of everyday life, are experiencing the 

consequences of that crisis, which by their dynamism, especially regarding their 

implications for the Serb population in the area, can be described as dramatic. In this sense, 

everyday life of the inhabitants of northern Kosovska Mitrovica is in direct causal relation 

to the ethnic division of their city, inextricably linked with the situation characterized by 



conflict with those others, namely Albanians, security risks, institutionally and legally 

undefined status, uncertainty and existential insecurity. 

   

Key words: everyday life, Serbs, Albanians, Kosovska Mitrovica, Kosovo and 

Metohia. 

  

 Scientific field: Ethnology and Anthropology. 

 Scientific subfield: Anthropology of Everydayness. 
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